
Decision made by 
Provider that 

treatment(s) is/are 
not “medically 

indicated, without 
benefit, or harmful” 

Palliative Medicine Consult 
for assessment & further 
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patient/surrogate
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agrees with 

provider plan 
to discontinue 

treatments

Patient/
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Agrees

Patient/
surrogate
Disagrees

Ethics 
committee/Clinical 

Ethicist Consult 
and notify CMO

Pall Med 
disagrees with 
provider plan 
to discontinue 

treatments

Tell patient/ surrogate 
that provider intends 

to discontinue ordering 
the treatment(s)

Patient/
Surrogate 

Still 
Disagrees

The patient/surrogate 
should be allowed 24hrs to 
find an accepting Provider 

and transfer care

Patient/
surrogate
Disagrees

Provider to tell 
patient/ surrogate 
“we are stopping” 

If no accepting Provider or 
facility is found within 

24hrs, treatment may be 
stopped. CMO should be 

apprised of such situations.
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Continue 
treatments for now; 

re-eval later

Ethics 
disagrees 

with plan to 
discontinue

Ethics agrees 
with plan to 
discontinue

Stop 
treatments/procedures/
therapies as discussed

Start of pathway 


